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From Friday , June 11th, 2004 CNN NEWSNIGHT coverage of the death of President Ronald Wilson 
Reagan. Reagan served as the 40th POTUS from 1981 trough 1989. 


e Coverage runs from 10:00 P.M E.T - 11:00 P.M E.T 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3nDI1dEylbq) 


well we've been here for the past three hours and uh covering this and we now turn it over to aaron brown 
who is in washington dc to give us a special edition of news night aaron this was i don't know if you got to 
watch much of this but this was quite an evening oh larry we saw it all thank you we awoke today on a grisly 
drizzly day in washington which felt oddly perfect for what was in store and the night ended in a glorious 
sunset across the pacific and that too seemed exactly right the program tonight is not our usual fare not in 
tone or substance not in length or in structure for those of you who missed the nation's farewell to the 
president this morning we hope you'll stay with us over the next hour or so and you will see what millions of 
others watch throughout the day for those of you who watch so much of it this day with us we hope you'll 
watch it again seeing some things you missed earlier there are some still photos to show you many a few 
friends of mr reagan's to talk to a song that seemed perfect for the moment to play a perfect ending of our 
program we even eliminated the crawl so tonight a different news night but news night still and it begins at 
the beginning of a day of long goodbyes the nation's first state funeral in more than three decades began 
simply with a gentle kiss 


00:02:07 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3nDI1dEylbg&t=127s 





oh so [Laughter] so with faith in jesus christ we receive the body of our brother ronald for burial let us pray 
with confidence to god the giver of life that he will raise him to perfection in the company of the saints inside 
the national cathedral in front of all of the country's living ex-presidents and with the world watching the final 
chapters of ronald reagan's long goodbye 


00:04:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3nDI1dEylbg&t=240s 





chapters of ronald reagan's long goodbye began in prayer for none of us liveth to himself and no man dies to 
himself for if we live we live unto the lord and if we die we die unto the lord whether we live therefore or die 
we are the lords blessed are the dead who die in the lord even so seth the spirit for they rest from their 
[Music] labors there's oh let us pray o god whose mercies cannot be numbered accept our prayers on behalf 
of thy servant ronald and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy even youth shall faint and be 
weary and the young men shall utterly fail but they that wait upon the lord shall renew their strength they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles they shall run and not be weary they shall walk and not feel faint they 
spoke of history changed words spoken by some who helped change it margaret thatcher frail now spoke her 
words on tape he inspired america and his allies with 
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he inspired america and his allies with renewed faith in their mission of freedom others saw only limits to 
growth he transformed a stagnant economy into an engine of opportunity others hoped it best for an uneasy 
cohabitation with the soviet union he won the cold war not only without firing a shot but also by inviting 
enemies out of their fortress and turning them into friends one day in brussels president mitterra in referring 
to president reagan said rough translation he really has a sense of the state about him the translation does 
not fully capture the profundity of the observation what president mitara meant is that there is a vast 
difference between the job of president and the role of president president bush the elder was never better 
balancing a nation's sorrow with great good humor as his vice president for eight years i learned more from 
ronald reagan than from anyone i encountered in all my years of public life i learned kindness we all did i also 
learned courage the nation did who can forget the horrible day in march 1981 he looked at the doctors in the 
emergency room and said i hope you're all republicans and then i learned decency the whole world did days 
after being shot weak from wounds he spilled water from a sink and entering the hospital hospital room aids 
soil on his hands and knees wiping water from the floor 
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water from the floor he worried that his nurse would get in trouble the book's good book says humility goes 
before honor and our friend had both and who could not cherish such a man and perhaps as important as 
anything i learned about a lot about humor a lot about laughter and oh how president reagan loved a good 
story when asked how did your visit go with bishop tutu he replied so-so and his son spoke of a nation's loss 
in his last years he saw through a glass darkly now he sees his savior face to face and we look for that fine 
day when we will see him again all wearing is gone clear of mind strong and sure and smiling again and the 
sorrow of this parting gone forever may god bless ronald reagan and the country he loved amazing grace 
touches your soul today it seemed to touch something even deeper [Music] i see 
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i see minister friend former senator john danforth in this service of worship we celebrate the life of a great 
president and we profess the resurrection faith of this church it is faith in god's victory over darkness it is faith 
in the ultimate triumph of light we believe in this victory every day of our lives we believe that as individuals 
we believe it as a nation there is no better time to celebrate the triumph of light then in a service for ronald 
reagan so and then ronald wilson reagan a child of small town america left the city where he made history 


00:12:04 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=3nDI1dEylbg&t=724s 





left for his last trip west he was as the air force band played going home [Music] so every culture at least 
every culture i know of throughout time has had funerals they they help us make the difficult transition from 
life to death and beyond that is no different when that when they're big state formal funerals like the ones 
we've watched over the last several days cnn's candy crowley was in simi valley during the service and 
candy joins us now from there good evening it was moving and perfect in so many different ways wasn't it 
[Music] i it really was and so different from what we saw in washington the national cathedral as lovely as 
that was and as beautiful a man-made structure as that is it's just nothing for these mountains and the sunset 
and this perfectly clear night i wanted to try and give you an idea of a couple things you our viewers might 
not have seen while this was uh well the camera was elsewhere one is it was so quiet here i don't think i 
heard a cough i don't think i heard uh a whisper at one point i looked at my producer and said do you hear 
that dove 
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said do you hear that dove i mean that's how quiet it was when the uh cameras started to click it sounded 
like thunderbolts i mean that's it was they just really broke the silence as you may have noticed the 
motorcade was very late compared to when it was supposed to be here it arrived some 45 minutes late i 
think partially because they slowed down so that the crowds that were along the way could get a good look 
at the hearse and the and the funeral procession and what that meant was that here uh these people sat and 


never didn't seem to talk to one another maybe a whisper or so but very quietly and up above you kept 
hearing those f-18s that did the flyby during the funeral itself uh just the lonely f-18s up there so there were 
just lots of imagery a beautiful setting i i judge probably precisely what ronald reagan had in mind when he 
said i want to be buried right here and i want to be facing west we had that when the flag draped coffin came 
and they put it up against those kind of sun uh dappled mountains it was incredible coloring uh hollywood 
could not have done it any better it was it was an amazing night and i think the most personal of the times 
we've seen we heard from the three children yeah it was very clear at the end when you saw nancy reagan 
with the casket and she went over it to it for the last time it's very hard for her to back away from that her 
children came over and whispered in her ear we're clearly trying to get her to move back but that that took a 
little while this really was the last goodbye just a a thought mr reagan and mrs reagan planned every detail of 
this and had planned it for a long time the one thing they couldn't have planned but that turned out is that 
their family 
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but that turned out is that their family which was often had difficult estrangements over the years in the last 
years of his life and as we all saw today was very much together uh of of of good spirit i thought the the 
children particularly were quite lovely and the things they had to say in their grace and in their humor and in 
their obvious love for their father it was a it's been a long road for the family to get to this point but in the most 
important moment they were there yes and and the family itself attributes this to the disease alzheimer's as 
awful as that was it has a way of bringing life into perspective and what seems so important obviously when 
you're faced with that kind of debilitating disease time has run out and they say this is when the children and 
their father found some peace with one another when that started and certainly that was evident tonight very 
gracious uh children of ronald reagan they seem to have learned a lot from him candy thank you very much it 
was uh i think for people who watched it it was everything you wanted it to be and and wonderfully played out 
if you will quietly and with great dignity thank you for your work tonight candy crowley in california as his vice 
president for eight years i learned more from ronald reagan [Music] than from anyone i encountered in all my 
years of public life [Music] george h.w bush will turn 80 this weekend i believe americans first met ronald 
reagan at the movies where he was larger than life moving across the screen the week that honored his 
death was 
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the week that honored his death was itself an exercise in motion from takeoffs and landings on opposite 
coasts to parades of people paying respects to waterless horse clip-clopping to the capitol steps a blur of 
action really so tonight for a moment or two we'll slow it down stop it actually and let still photographs do 
what they do best with thanks to the photographers of the associated press who captured them all we have 
come this day to begin the preparation of our final respects we thank you that this world is a better place 
because he was here the legacy that he left behind and set a a path for the american future it's something 
that's gonna affect my life and everyone else's so it's good to be a part of that god bless you nancy this 
capitol building is for many the greatest symbol of democracy and 
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the greatest symbol of democracy and freedom in the world it is the right place to honor a man who so 
faithfully defended our freedom and so successfully helped extend the blessings of liberty to millions of 
people around the world this with faith in jesus christ we receive the body of our brother ronald for burial let 
us pray with confidence to god the giver of life that he will raise him to perfection in the company of the saints 
he is himself again more himself than at any time on this earth and as the last journey of this faithful pilgrim 
took him beyond the sunset and as heaven's mourning broke i like to think in the words of banyan that all the 
trumpet sounded on the other side as his vice president for eight years i learned more from ronald reagan 
then from anyone i encountered in all my years of public life i learned kindness we all did i also learned 
courage the nation did 
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it has been 10 years since he said his own farewell yet it is still very sad and hard to let him go when the sun 
sets tonight off the coast of california and we lay to rest our 40th president a great american story will close 
[Music] [Applause] [Music] so he is home now he is free in his final letter to the american people dad wrote i 
now begin the journey that will lead me into the sunset of my life this evening he has arrived [Music] for 
ronald reagan's family today began with high pageantry and ended on a california hilltop where days ago 
nearly a hundred thousand people had come to pay their respects there were no crowds today just invited 
guests president reagan had come home for the last time and it was time for the private goodbyes [Music] 
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so we have come from sea to shining sea to this soil which he loved so much and where his body will remain 
he sent me a letter about marriage and how important it was to be faithful to the woman you love with a ps 
you'll never get in trouble if you say i love you at least once a day and i'm sure he told nancy every day i love 
you at his last moment when he opened his eyes eyes that had not opened for many many days and looked 
at my mother he showed us that neither disease nor death can conquer love those of us who knew him well 
will have no trouble imagining his paradise golden fields will spread beneath the blue dome of a western sky 
live oaks will shadow the rolling hillsides and some place flowing from years long past a river will wind 
towards the sea across those fields he will ride a grey mare he calls nancy d they will sail over jumps he has 
built with his own hands he will at the river carry him over the shining stones he will rest in the shade of the 
trees our cares are no longer his we meet him now only in memory but we will join him soon enough all of us 
when we are home when we are free 
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when we are free [Music] buddy the california chapter of today's story mrs reagan who is 82 perhaps 83 
obviously showing the strain of a long and difficult week a week she planned meticulously down to the very 
last node 


END 


